
© Synovate 2008 1

Week one in 
Beijing:
Chinese 
views on 
China’s 
Games
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Synovate speaks with 
thousands of people in 
China a day.  (Last year, 
we spoke with 1.2 million 
across 550 cities!)

We asked 500 of them a 
few questions online 
about week one of the 
Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games.  

The interviews were 
completed overnight and 
here’s what we found...
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• Fuwa fever
• How are people spending 

their time?
• Proud moments

© 2008 Synovate Ltd. All rights reserved. 

The pictures used in this presentation are royalty-protected stock photos 
purchased especially for this purpose.  To avoid liability, copying images for use 
in other presentations or marketing collateral is strictly discouraged.  To find 
similar visuals, please visit stock photo libraries such as Corbis.
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Mascot mania
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Which is your favourite Fuwa?

Red (in) China
Huanhuan is number one... its popularity is due, in part, to 
being red: a lucky and symbolic colour for China 

Base n=513
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Yes
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Have you bought an official Beijing 2008 Olympic Games souvenir?

More than half of urban Chinese have 
bought official mementoes

Base n=513
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If yes, did it feature a fuwa?  Which one?

Fuwa fever!
A massive 88% of souvenirs have featured fuwas

Base n=270
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How much have you spent on official Beijing 2008 Olympic Games souvenirs?

Base n=270

Wallets are emptying as people buy 
mementoes to help savour the memory of 
the games 
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Olympic pins

Clothing

Hat

Other

Base n=270

Which of the following have you bought ?

Cute toys take gold in souvenir race: Fuwas
symbolically capture the heart of Chinese 
culture



Screening the 
Olympics
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watching the Olympic
Games on TV?

watching Olympic news on
TV?

watching the Olympic
Games online?

reading about the Olympic
Games online?

reading about the Olympic
Games in newspapers?

Less than 30 mins
30- 59 mins
1-3  hours
over 3 - 5 hours
Over 5- 7  hours
over 7-10  hours
over 10 -15 hours
more than 15 hours

On average how much time would you say you are spending doing the following each 
day?

Base n=513

TV is number one screen, but many are 
online too
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63.0%

37.0%

Yes
No

Do you read blogs about the Olympic Games?

Beijing blogs
This was an online survey so all have internet access... but 
that’s a lot of people reading blogs!

Base n=513
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66.0%

34.0%

Yes
No

Do you ever write a blog yourself?

Two thirds write their own blog

Base n=513
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35.0%

65.0%

Yes
No

Are you writing a blog about the Olympic Games?

Beijing 2008 is good fodder for China’s 
netizens

Base n=338
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18.0%

8.0%

74.0%

No, I normally do not work in paid
employment
No, I have time off for the Olympic
Games
Yes

Are you working at the moment?

Three quarters at work during the Games

Base n=513
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45.0%

55.0%

Yes
No

If yes, are you able to watch the Olympic Games at work?

This might drive people to online news...

Base n=382



The pride of China
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The Opening Ceremony

The world's focus on China

The feeling that the Olympics is
bringing the world together

The number of gold medals China has
won

The sport

The volunteers

The spectators

The contribution from sponsors

The Torch Relay

Base n=513

What do you think is the best aspect of the Olympic Games so far?

Proud moments
The Opening Ceremony – a dazzling display of epic 
proportions! Creating a united front internationally is just as 
important as having eyes on China

Note: number in %
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We hope you enjoy week two of the Games. 
(Go China!)

For more information about 
this survey, or online 
research in China, please 
contact Kelvin Gin on 
kelvin.gin@synovate.com
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